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Notre Dame Catholic S chool  
 

VISION:  Spiritual and Academic Excellence 
 

MISSION:  Notre Dame provides a measurably superior and valued education in the Catholic Tradition.  
 

Teaching, learning, and living within the Catholic Tradition means that Notre Dame Catholic 

School offers each student, regardless of sex, race, national origin, economic background, or 
religious affiliation, a moral and spiritual foundation upon which to cope with lifeôs challenges. 
 

 We provide an intellectually stimulating atmosphere in which students can investigate a broad 
educational spectrum within a framework of traditional Christian practices and values. 

 The school recognizes the rights of individuals as children of God, deserving of honor and 
respect. 

 Each student can develop personal faith, knowledge, skills, competence, and behavior 
patterns to live a full Christian life as a responsible member of the community. 

 Students, while developing their own personalities, are challenged to grow spiritually and 
intellectually so that they may contribute effectively to the welfare of the world and work for the 
extension of the kingdom of God. 

 

Measurably superior and valued education means continually improving acceptance of Notre Dame 

Catholic School graduates by leading colleges and employers. 
 

 The stewardship of time, talents, and treasure will result in an education to be valued by the 
families and students of Notre Dame Catholic School. 

 A superior education encompasses a strong emphasis on morality, ethics, and life skills. 

 Grade-specific programs, integrated across grades and between subjects, are regularly 
assessed and revised to optimize student skill development. 

 Basic skills mastery at early grade levels is followed by a comprehensive education through 
interdisciplinary subjects as the student advances. 

 Nationally accepted tests and standards are used only as indicators of the quality of the 
educational process, and not as end goals. 

 Teachers and administrators are responsible for curriculum goals, objectives, plans, and 
implementation. 

 Administrators are responsible for providing resources for the teachers, with recommendations 
from the Advisory Council. 

 

ACCREDITATION 
Notre Dame Catholic School is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) and 
the Texas Catholic Conference Education Department (TCCED).  Notre Dame Catholic School is recognized 
by the Texas Education Agency (TEA) in its list of accredited schools under Tarrant County in the Diocese of 
Fort Worth. 
 

HISTORY 
Notre Dame Catholic School is composed of an elementary school for students in pre-kindergarten through 
fifth grade; a middle school for sixth, seventh, and eighth grade students; and, a high school for students in 
the ninth through twelfth grades.  The traditions of the institution are drawn from the Sisters of Saint Mary of 
Namur who, in 1904, founded the original school which was known as the Academy of Mary Immaculate, 
and the Congregation of the Holy Cross who joined the Sisters of Saint Mary when the school was 
broadened to include high school age boys.  These two congregations have founded some of the most 
respected schools in the United States (such as the University of Dallas and St. Edwardôs University, both in 
Texas, and the University of Notre Dame in South Bend, Indiana.)  This great educational tradition of 
personal and academic excellence is continued on the present Notre Dame Catholic School campuses 
which replaced the historic Academy.  The original school, which stood on the corner of Holliday and Ninth 
Streets, was the center of Catholic education in North Central Texas, being the only Catholic school from 
Fort Worth, 114 miles to the southeast, to Clarendon, 118 miles to the northwest. 
 

The present elementary school campus opened in the Fall of 1954 and was known as Our Lady Queen of 
Peace Parish School.  The Benedictine Sisters staffed the school from 1956 to 1968 to coincide with the 
closing of the Academy.  Brothers of the Holy Cross joined the Sisters of Saint Mary in administering and 
staffing the high school. 




